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SHARK DRUM LINE PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.47 pm]: Tonight I would like to talk about the reopening of 
commercial shark fishing and wetlining. Firstly, I would like to thank the Australian Labor Party for using my 
speech on sharks in this house last November as part of its policy decision.  

Hon Ken Travers: We will adopt any sensible idea.  
Hon PHIL EDMAN: Perhaps Hon Ken Travers could adopt this one as well. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Let the member on his feet make his speech. I do not think he needs help from 
anyone else.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Mr President, it is refreshing to have the opposition agree with me for once.  

The whale population seems to be increasing at a rate of approximately 10 per cent, and I believe that given the 
amount of shark activity it is possible that could be happening as a result of the shifting of plates in the Indian 
Ocean in 2004 and also the change in the Leeuwin current. It has been suggested that the increase in shark 
attacks has been caused by an increase in numbers of whales migrating along the Western Australian coast. 
Since 2004 Western Australia has experienced 22 shark attacks and almost half of them have been fatal. In 2013, 
after the most recent death from a shark attack, the state government was called upon to do something about the 
increasing number of sharks sighted along the WA coast. I note that the government has produced a very good 
website, its helicopter patrols are exceptional and tagging is really good. More specifically, the government was 
called upon to do something to limit the number of fatalities.  

Initially, the government’s hands were tied and sharks were protected, but there was outrage from the wider 
community that a cull had not been ordered. Then, in December 2013, the WA state government received 
permission from the federal government and commenced its shark hazard mitigation strategy by implementing 
its drum line policy. Under the shark hazard mitigation to date 16 tiger sharks have been caught on the drum 
lines and destroyed. I do not know if a tiger shark has killed anyone, but it has not been proved what sort of 
shark committed the fatal attacks. This has caused further outrage from the wider community, but this time from 
the other side of the fence so to speak. I became vocal about people using the Shark Shield deterrent, which has 
been scientifically proven and independently tested. The Shark Shield deterrent is used by the United States 
Navy as well as the Australian Defence Force. I did a bit more research over the summer break and found that 
about 99 per cent of divers are now using the Shark Shield. It is far better for people to use a Shark Shield if they 
want to take some responsibility for themselves, and I maintain the stance that people do need to take 
responsibility for themselves.  

I met recently with Hon Ken Baston, the Minister for Fisheries, as well as several personnel from the Western 
Australian Rock Lobster Fishers’ Federation, the Western Rock Lobster Council, the Rock Lobster Industry 
Advisory Committee and the Western Australian Fishing Industry Council—there are a fair few! The meeting 
was held in Fremantle and I was honoured that the minister came down to speak at my request. The history of 
wetlining was discussed with us because I was not familiar with it, as well as shark fishing. I learnt that back in 
2007 the Labor Minister for Fisheries at the time, Hon Jon Ford, announced the closure of commercial line and 
gillnet fishing in the metropolitan fishing zone between Lancelin and south of Mandurah. It was the opinion of 
those fishermen that commercial shark and wetline fishing licences should be reinstated. They implied that this 
would reduce the number of sharks, and that those caught could be sold for consumption. I have learnt from 
these organisations that bull sharks are actually bronze whalers, or whalers or bronzies. In fact, as the fisheries 
minister would remember, they are not sure where the name “bull shark” came from, because for the past 50 
years the fishermen have called them bronze whalers or bronzies. They said that the bronzies, or whalers or bull 
sharks, are actually good to eat. Not so long ago fish and chip shops sold it and we probably thought it was 
dhufish or flake. I dine out regularly, not that it shows much, and I am disappointed that there is such a small 
number of fresh, locally caught fish on the menu these days. It seems that imported fish or fish from outside 
Western Australia are the main types of fish available in our restaurants. I remember the Essex Restaurant in 
Fremantle, which is no longer there. The local cray fishermen who could wetline would supply all the fish used 
by the Essex Restaurant. Hon Sue Ellery has probably been to the Essex. It is shut now, but it was an excellent 
seafood restaurant. My suggestion is that commercial shark fishing and wetlining be reinstated on a trial basis, 
maybe seasonally. This would provide fresh, locally caught fish for consumption by Western Australians, assist 
with job creation and reduce the number of sharks. In my opinion, our oceans have changed and maybe it is time 
that we looked at making the right choices and changes, including looking at maybe reinstating these fisheries.  
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